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Message from Headteacher

Dear Families,

Welcome back to all our families. October was a very exciting month at Highfield. Our
sports competitions have started, with boys and football team enjoying a successful
start to their seasons. Year 1 went to Church to learn about the Harvest festival and
Year 5 have taken part in a science workshop on forces.

We have had class assemblies in Year 5, where the children have been able to show
what they have been learning, as well as their dancing, singing and oratory skills. On
Friday 17" we showed racism the red card by all wearing an item of red clothing and
the children also took part in classroom activities to help them understand the negative
impact that racism has and what we can do to combat racism.

Finally a big thank you to Denise and all the friends for organising two brilliant Movie
Nights for the children. They were very well attended and raised significant funds for

the school.

Mr Wilson

Our three core values are Respect, Co-Operation and Kindness

This term’s value is INCLUSION




Headteacher Awards this month:
Week Ending: 03.10.25

6P - Faye
6M - Laurie
6MB - Tylan

Week Ending: 10.10.25

5S - Tilly
5A - Georgina
5C - Melissa

Week Ending: 17.10.25

4C - Alya
4P - Kaya
4ANC - Tracy

Week Ending: 24.10.25

3GF - Lara
3C - Juliana
3)- Leo

Attendance Class Awards this month:

Week Ending: 03.10.25

EYFS/KS1: 1L 100%
KS2:3C 100%

Week Ending: 10.10.25

EYFS/KS1: RF 100%
KS2: 4NC 98%

Week Ending: 17.10.25

EYFS/KS1: 1L 100%
KS2:3J/4C 100%

Week Ending: 24.10.25

EYFS/KS1: RF&1L 99%

KS2:3J99%




Parent Governor Election

Congratulations to Erin Thompson for being voted in as parent Governor. We look forward to welcoming
to the Governing Body. | would also like to thank Devi Zimmer who was also a very strong candidate. It
is great to have parents who are willing to give up their time for such an important role.

Show Racism the Red Card Day — 17.10.25

On Show Racism the Red Card Day, at Highfield we participated in a
powerful initiative aimed at raising awareness about racism and
promoting inclusivity.

By wearing red to school, the children expressed their commitment to
standing against discrimination and celebrating diversity. It was inspiring
to see our community come together, fostering important discussions
and encouraging kindness and respect among all.

Thank you to everyone for supporting this meaningful event!

Class 1L outdoor learning

Class 1L outdoor learning during a maths lesson. We drew a big 10s frame outside and practiced our number bonds
to 10 using the coloured cones.

Outdoor
learning




5C’s Bright Lights, Big City Assembly—Friday 10th October

As part of our whole school topic Bright Lights, Big City, 5C explored the amazing city of London in our
class assembly. We had a fantastic time learning about the past and present, and we were excited to
share our knowledge through drama, song, and humour. From famous landmarks like the Tower of
London and Big Ben to street dancers and souvenir sellers, our assembly took the audience on a lively
journey through the history and highlights of this incredible city. We also looked at what makes
London so special today - its culture, diversity, and fast-paced energy. Through our performances, we
aimed to celebrate the spirit of London and bring the Bright Lights, Big City theme to life. Our two
energetic songs had everyone smiling, and we were proud to show how much we’ve learned.

“Our assembly was very fun because everybody got a part, and we enjoyed making the props for the
assembly!” Sebastian 5C
“l enjoyed memaorising my line because | like being on stage! | loved singing our assembly song ‘I’'m On
Top of The World!” Josh
“I hope our assembly helped everyone learn about the different landmarks in London and what makes
it special!” Kleandra

What an amazing assembly it was! Well done 5C!
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4P Woodcroft Trip

On Tuesday 14th October, 4P were lucky enough to spend the morning at Woodcroft Wildspace. We
split into groups and were able to go mini-beast hunting, compare the different types of leaves and do
pond dipping! A big thank you to the volunteers at Woodcroft, we had a great time!

4C Woodcroft Trip

On Friday 17th October, 4C visited Woodcroft Wildspace. This was a great opportunity for children to
learn about minibeasts and their habitats which extended their learning for our science topic. Children
saw bee hives, looked for minibeasts under logs and were explained why they choose a habitat that is
dark and damp. They also learnt about different trees and their leaves. Lastly, children had the
opportunity to pond dip where they used a net to collect insects and other mini beasts from the pond,
learning about the different habitats. It was a fun and enjoyable morning.



Year 2 - Diwali Day

To celebrate the children’s learning about Diwali,
in year 2 we had Diwali day! The children came to
school wearing colourful clothing to begin the
Diwali celebrations. In class we learned all about
Rangoli patterns and we created our own rangoli
patterns using playdoh and a range of colourful
beans, seeds and lentils. We also chalked Rangoli
patterns outside and used Rangoli stencils to
create cards. We decorated our Diva lamps and
learned a Bollywood style dance. We also
revisited the story of Rama and Sita.

Year 1 Harvest Festival

As a class we came together to celebrate the harvest. We discussed, sang and donated for harvest.

Prior to our church trip the children practiced their Harvest songs and we listened to the songs “It’s a
Wonderful World” and “All Things Bright and Beautiful”. We discussed what things in the natural world
are wonderful to them.

“I'love the sun” — Camila. “There are
beautiful flowers” — Ariana. “All the things
for Harvest, plants, vegetables and fruit” —
Lucas.
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The children brought in a selection of food
to give to the church for Harvest. We
walked to the church and placed our gifts
in front of the altar. Father Simon asked
the children how they help to look after
their family, their home and our planet and
they talked about all the wonderful things
harvest provides. We then sang “It’s Har-
vest Time!” in celebration before thanking
Father Simon and returning to school. It was good to know our Harvest
gifts would be donated to a local food bank.



6M Science Workshop at Winchmore

First thing on Friday morning on 3rd October, 6M walked over to the Winchmore School for a science
workshop with Dr Kotori. After the initial welcome, the children all put on safety goggles and gloves
and began the lesson. The children experimented with common acids and alkalis found in the
home. They added a red cabbage universal indicator to help them determine whether the substance
was acid or alkali. They observed changes in colour and the creation of effervescence when alkaline
tablets were introduced. The grand finale was a fiery chemical reaction of gas bubbles and flames. It
was an excellent introduction to secondary school science. A huge THANK YOU to Dr Kotori and her
team.

Boys’ Football Team Shine in League Fixtures!

Our boys’ football team had a fantastic term, taking part in a series of league matches against local
schools. Over several weeks, the team played six exciting games, showcasing brilliant teamwork,
determination, and sportsmanship and finished in an impressive 3rd place out of nine schools.

The boys got off to a great start with a 2—1 win against Firs Farm, before continuing their brilliant run
with big wins over Starks Field (11-0), Hazelbury (5-1), and POW (9-0). They also battled hard in two
close games, earning well-deserved 1-1 draws with St Edmund’s and St John’s Prep.

Every player gave their best in every match, and it was fantastic to see such enthusiasm and teamwork
on display. A special mention goes to our star players: Max (6P), Charlie (6MB), and Mario (6P) - who
demonstrated exceptional skill, leadership, and commitment throughout the season.

Well done to the whole team for representing our school with pride and passion, we’re all very proud
of you!



Year 5 Forces Workshop

On 17" October, Year 5 were visited by Henry from Benjamin Franklin
House. This workshop served as an excellent consolidation session that
covered all key areas of the Forces topic. The children learned about
Franklin’s contributions to science as well as those by his contemporaries
such as Sir Isaac Newton. They also learned about Franklin’s work on
water and air resistance and heard about his experience witnessing the
first ever manned hot air balloon flight take place in the late-18th century.

The session ended with crafting some parachutes to test the effects of air
resistance on the other push/pull forces in action. The children really
enjoyed this hands-on session and demonstrated just how much the
learned about forces this half term.

5A Class Assembly

On 17" October, 5A welcomed parents and Upper Key Stage 2 to an informative assembly on our
oceans. The children talked about the 5 oceans — Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern and Arctic — and gave
some interesting facts about the oceans. For example, did you know the Atlantic Ocean is the second
largest, and it's where you’ll find the Bermuda Triangle.

The children sang songs like Yellow Submarine by the Beatles and Mercy Mercy Me by Marvin Gaye.

Finally, 5A explained some of the issues facing our oceans and what we can do to help. It was an
information packed assembly that brought attention to some key climate problems.




Curriculum Spotlight - Art

Year 1 Year 3 Year 6
Year 1 have been learning all | Year 3 have been learning | Year 6 have been studying
about abstract art and Ismail | about Wassily Kandinsky cityscapes and architecture and
Gulgee. They have been and how he creates looked at the work of artists
exploring how to create abstract art using shape, | such as Zaha Hadid and Leonid
different types of line and line, colour and pattern. Afremov. They explored
experimented with thickness | They have been looking at | different techniques and then
and pattern. They have also how colour can be used to | chose the style they wanted to
been learning the names of show emotion. The create their own cityscape in.
primary and secondary colours | children then used

and how to mix them. different materials to
create their own artwork
and sculptures inspired by
his work.
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Science Curriculum Spotlight!

Children at Highfield have been extremely busy in their science lessons this half-term.
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Year 6 — Evolution and Inheritance

The children have completed a range of
exciting lessons to learn about how living
things adapt over time to survive in their
surroundings. As part of their learning on
fossils, the children made their own DIY
fossils out of salt dough!

Year 5 — Forces/Magnetism

During this half-term, the children have
been learning about everyday forces (like
gravity) and how they impact our daily lives.
The children completed created iMovies to
demonstrate their understanding of
friction.

Year 4 — All Living Things

Year 4 have been learning about how
habitats change over time and the impact
this has on living things. They also surveyed
our school grounds to see what living things
are present.




MAKE EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNT At Highfield Primary - Attendance & Punctuality

While the majority of pupils at Highfield do have good attendance and are only absent when absolutely
necessary, we want to remind our families about the importance of attendance and punctuality.

Regular attendance and punctuality at school is very important for your child’s
wellbeing. Children who miss school are missing out on essential social interaction which
can affect their ability to make friends. If your child doesn’t attend school regularly, they

% are less likely to do as well as other children.

95.2% | At Highfield we are committed to working together with parents to increase the
attendance and punctuality of all our pupils.

98.3%

97.8% Although being absent cannot always be helped, at Highfield School we expect all our
children to aim for 100% attendance each half term and to be on time every day, every
97.4% |week! Take a look at the table below to show you exactly what your child could be
missing over the year.

o [CrwenssenTrRomscioor | Armevoance |

99.0% 0 100% attendance
96.9% 10 DAYS 95% attendance

19 DAYS 90% attendance
e 28 DAYS 85% attendance
95.5% More than half a term 80% attendance
95 4% 9 + weeks 75% attendance

EVERY MINUTE COUNTS
(o)

96.7% | as well as being absent a lot from school effecting your child’s development being LATE

also has a big effect, please look at the table below.

97.6%
98.0%
97.9%
5 mins late each day 3 days lost
96.9% 10 mins late each day 6.5 days lost
91.8% 15 mins late each day 10 days lost
20 mins late each day 13 days lost
95.0% -
30 mins late each day 19 days lost
97.4%

Every day your child is absent from school affects their education! You will
96.1% notice from the figures above, that the odd day off really does mount up.
Please be aware that Highfield School WILL NOT AUTHORISE any HOLIDAYS
during term time, this is done in the interest of your child’s education.

93.3%

98.1%

97%




Friday 7th November Class 5S assembly

Year 6 WW2 Art workshop in class

Year 1 & 2 parent/carers workshop @ 2.30pm

Monday 10th November Year 5 Aquarium trip

Tuesday 11th November Prospective parent tour

Year 5 Planet online workshop in class

Friday 14th November Class 4P assembly

Tuesday 18th November Prospective parent tour

Friday 21st November Class 4C assembly

Friday 21st-Wednesday 26th Book Fair for classes
November

Wednesday 26th November Flu vaccinations for children that missed it on the first

visit
Tuesday 25th November Year 1 Christmas experience trip
Friday 28th November Class 4NC assembly

F ®yp @ sar .



