Highfield Primary School
EWSLETTER November 2025

Message from Headteacher

Dear Families,

It's starting to feel a lot like Christmas at Highfield. Yesterday we had our Christmas light switch
on. It was a great event; the school choir brought us Christmas cheer with their carol singing
and it was lovely to see so many different stalls selling everything from hot chocolate to
Christmas sweets. A big thank to the friends for once again organising this event and thank you
to all the parents and staff who volunteered to help. It was great to see so many of you there.
This month has been another busy one at Highfield. Children have been going on various visits,
one of which was our Yeab going over the road to Winchmore Secondary school to see their
performance of Mary Poppins. | know the children thoroughly enjoyed it and it was great to
see many of our former pupils performing. Our Year 5 visited the London Aquarium as part of
their Geography unit on oceans, observing a range of aquatic animals, including different
species of sharks, jellyfish and turtles. This week, our JTA (Junior Travel Ambassadors) took part
in an exciting Junior Road Watch session led by the Metropolitan Police. They checked the
speed of cars driving on Highfield road and talked to drivers about the importance of driving
carefully around the school.

During the session, the police officers worked with the children in small groups, giving them
hands-on experience in a range of road-safety activities.

The whole school took part in Anti-Bullying Week, exploring this year’s important theme
‘Power for Good.’

Finally | want to say a big thank you to our parents and carers. Since our request for a voluntary
donation per child earlier in the term £5,495 has been raised. We are very grateful for your
generosity and this will mean that the school will be able to purchase resources that we would
otherwise not have been able to.

For anyone who is able to contribute and has not already done so you can do this through your
child’s Arbor account. Thank you.

Our three core values are Respect, Co-Operation and Kindness

This term’s value is INCLUSION




Headteacher Awards this month:
Week Ending: 07.11.25

2S Azra
2L Wren
2W Scarlett

Week Ending: 14.11.25

1BD Aiden
1B Kroi
1L Azra

Week Ending: 21.11.25

RF Noah
RB Lucas
RJ Lyra W

Attendance Class Awards this month:

Week Ending: 07.11.25

EYFS/KS1: RF 100%
KS2: 4NC 100%

Week Ending: 14.11.25

EYFS/KS1: RF & 2S 99%
KS2: 6P 99%

Week Ending: 21.11.25

EYFS/KS1: RF & 1BD 99%
KS2: 3GF & 4NC 99%

Week Ending: 28.11.25

EYFS/KS1: RF & RJ 98%

KS2: 5C99%




Book Fair—November 2025

The Book Fair made a huge total sum of £3,783. Once again, thank you to
Mrs Oskis, our Librarian, for all her hard work and dedication for making it
happen.

Scholastic will give the school, commission of £2,270 worth of books, which
will go to Nursery and our Reception classes!

Thank you Tim (Chair of Governors)
| want to take this opportunity to thank Tim Guha for his work in his role as Governor and then chair of
Governors, over the last 4 years. Tim has given his time and energy to support the school's leadership in
ensuring Highfield pupils continue to experience a high quality education. Tim’s high expectations, cou-
pled with his kindness and ability to listen and understand the challenges that schools' face meant that
he was an effective and well respected Chair of Governors. He will be missed on the Governing board
but his work, with the rest of the Governing body and the school’s leadership, means he leaves the
school in a strong position to move forward in the years ahead.

THANK YOU




Class 4C Assembly

On Friday 21° November, 4C performed a fantastic assembly all about the Romans. The children were
confident and enjoyed being on stage. We taught our audience all about what the Romans have done
for us, including heating, roads and mileposts, steam engines and even introducing the first take away.
It was a fun and enjoyable assembly. Well done 4C — keep shining!

Junior Road Watch Met Police — Tuesday 18" November 2025

This week, our JTA (Junior Travel Ambassadors) took part in an exciting Junior Road Watch session led
by the Metropolitan Police.

During the session, the police officers worked with the children in small groups, giving them hands-on
experience in a range of road-safety activities. The children rotated between using the speed camera,
speaking to a driver about speeding and safe driving, and receiving a safety briefing inside the police
van. They even had the chance to see how the police sirens operate. A definite highlight of the
afternoon!

The JTA absolutely loved the experience and engaged brilliantly throughout. The session provided
invaluable learning about road safety and an unforgettable opportunity to work alongside the
Metropolitan Police.




Eco Council

Eco Council children have been clearing the dead leaves and flowers from the flowerbeds ready for the
new seeds to be planted. Assembly for KS2 was delivered and the children introduced themselves
outlining why they are passionate about being eco-councillors. They talked about what the school
already does well: recycling paper and card, encouraging insect and bug life by having bug hotels and
saving electricity. Next, the children have put in place the plan of action for this year (clear up the pond
area and fill it with water, plant wild flowers and litter pick outside of school, particularly around the
New River. The children are looking forward to implementing the above mentioned and more.

Year 1 Christmas Experience

In Year one, we have been learning about Christmas so we all went to visit Enfield's community church.
We saw a Christmas Experience and we dressed up as people from that time. We saw actors and went
into the different scenes and learnt about the birth of Jesus. It was so much fun! The children thoroughly
enjoyed it.




Year 5 Sea Life Aquarium Trip

On 10" November, Year 5 visited the Sea Life London Aquarium as part of our Geography unit of
learning on Oceans. During our visit, we observed a range of aquatic animals. For example, we got to
see different species of sharks, jellyfish and turtles. We also explored the rainforest area and learning
more about rainforest animals like tarantulas and ants and their habitats. Some children even got
up-close and personal with one of the aquarium’s penguins — Gilbert!

Thank you to the parent helpers who came along with us; we really appreciate your support.

Year 6 Trip to Winchmore School — Mary Poppins Performance

Year 6 had a wonderful afternoon (on Tuesday 18" November) when they were invited to Winchmore
School to watch a fantastic performance of Mary Poppins. From the moment the curtains opened, the
show was bursting with energy. The pupils were treated to impressive acting, lively singing, and some
truly brilliant dancing that brought the classic story to life.

Our students were captivated throughout and returned to school full of excitement, chatting about
their favourite scenes and characters. A huge thank-you to Winchmore School for hosting us and for
putting on such a polished and entertaining performance!



Year 6 Remembrance Day Art Workshop

On Friday 7th November, Tara (Shay in 6P’s Mum) came in and completed an interesting Art Workshop
with all of Year 6. During the workshop, the children learnt about different countries that were involved,
as well as what different coloured poppies symbolise. As a class, they then decorated some poppies,
these were then put together to make a large wreath.

A huge thank you to Shay’s Mum for coming into School to work with us - we really appreciate it!

Anti-Bullying Week - Monday 10" - Friday 14" November 2025

The whole school took part in Anti-Bullying Week, exploring this year’s important theme ‘Power
for Good.’ The week began with an inspiring assembly led by our wonderful Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors, who helped everyone understand what bullying is, how it can affect others, and
how we can all use our own power for good to make a positive difference.

We ended the week with Odd Socks Day on Friday! A fun and colourful way to celebrate our
individuality and remind everyone that it’s great to be unique.

Everyone took part in a range of activities in class, learning about kindness, empathy, and the
importance of speaking up when something is not right.

A wonderful reminder that together, we can all use our power for good to make Highfield a
happy, safe and respectful place for everyone.
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National &rid Visit - Year 3 Become Energy Detectives!

On Wednesday 26™ November, our Year 3 children enjoyed
an exciting visit from the National Grid team, who delivered
a fun and engaging Energy Detectives workshop. The session
helped pupils learn where our energy comes from, how it's
used, and—most importantly—how we can all make small
changes to help protect the planet.

Children took part in hands-on activities, shared their ideas
about saving energy at home and in school, and even created
their own energy-saving posters to spread the message.
They also embarked on an energy-saving hunt around the
school, investigating where energy might be wasted and how
we could improve. At the end of the session, every pupil
proudly received their very own Energy Detective
certificate.

A huge thank you to National &rid for inspiring our young
learners and helping us work towards a cleaner, greener
future. Well done, Year 3 Energy Detectives!
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History Curriculum Spotlight

There has been some wonderful work in History this term, with children learning about The Great Fire of
London, Ancient Egypt, Arabia and Rome, and Mayan Civilisation. This month, our focus in History has been on
Remembrance Day. Lessons have been taught about Armistice Day and the reason we wear poppies to
remember the fallen and the sacrifice made. On November 11** each class across the school carried cut
special Remembrance Day activities to mark the cccasion.

popp

Reception enjoyed making their own

Year 1 enjoyed decorating poppies,
which they used to make a giant
poppy wreath. We learned there
are purple poppies which
remember the animals who died in
service.

ies using paints and playdough!
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In Year 2, the children
designed posters for
Remembrance Day.
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Year 5 wrote Remembrance Day
poetry.

Year 4 wrote and decorated wonderful Remembrance poems.
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Year 6 created beautiful
poppy wreaths from all
the colours of allies’ flags.
They alsowrote
Remembrance black out
poetry.

Such a wonderful range
of work throughout the
school, highlights the
histerical importance of
Remembrance to all at
Highfield.




Curriculum Spotlight for PSHE — November 2025

Year group

PSHE

Whole
School

anti-Bullying Week

Az g school we took part in Anti-Bullying Week this month,
sxploring this year's inspiring theme, Power for Good.

we began the wesk with 3 brilliant assembly led by our
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, who helped us understand what
bullying is, how it affects others, and how each of us can uss
our awn power for good to make 3 positive difference.

To end the week, we celebrated ©dd Socks Dy on Friday. & fun, colourful way to
celebrate individualtty and remind sveryone that it's great to b2 uniqus!

Everyone took part in a variety of activities fooused on kindness, empathy, and speaking
up when something isn't right. The children showed fantastic enthusizsm, matwrity, and
thoughtfulness at every stage.

It was 3 wonderful reminder that, togsther, we can all use our "Powsr for Good” to
make Highfield a happy, safe, and respectful place for everyons.

Year 1

Tolerating Differences and Celebrating
Inclusion

This term Year 1 hawve been lzarning all
about ‘Tolerating Differences’ a5 part of
our FEHE lessons. The children took part
in exciting activities and thoughtful
discussions that helped them
understand more about inclusion,
diversity and our British values.

In kArs Morton’s assembly, the children explored what inclusion mezans. She spoke
about people who learn or communicate in different ways, and how we can celebrate
syeryona’s strengths and include everyone. The children shared lovely examples from
their own lhves - talking about their families, the people they live with and what makes
=ach of them special.

Yzar 1 zlso talked about British Values and discussed what they mean in our evenyday
lives. The children gave examples of how we can show these values, such as through
our daily book vote to demonstrate democracy. They practiced saying each value and
focused on tolerance, thinking carefully about how we can respect and celebrate
differences. To finish, the children made colourful handprints featuring the Union lack,
with each finger representing one of the British values.

fear 1 thoroughly enjoyed their learning and showed great understanding of how being
kind, respectful, and inclusive helps make our school community & happy place for
EVEryone.




Developing Resilisnce

This term Year 4 have been exploning
the topic ‘Developing Resilisnce’. The
children discussed what resilience
means and why it is such an important
skill to have in everyday lifie. Together,
they thought about how we can use
supportive and encouraging langusgs
to help oursshves and others build
confidence and bounce back fram
challenges.

vzar 4 were able to discuss how using supportive and encouraging language czn help
others build reziliznce and stay positive when things get tricky. The class alzo talked
about different coping strategies and how sometimes it's okay to have a Plan &' and a
'‘Plan 8" when things don't go 25 expected.
They reflacted on 2 rangs of rzal-life scenarios, for example, not understanding & lesson
or finding & task difficult, and wrote down their thoughts and advice on how to respond
in 3 resili=nt way. They shared fantastic id=as such as asking for help, taking & deep
breath, trying 3gain or thinking of another approach.

vzar 4 showed great maturity in their discuszsions and reflected on times when they
hawe had to be resilient themselves. They are continuing to learn that mistakes are part
of learming and that resiliznce helps us grow stronger and more confident each day.

Planning for the Future

vear & hawe been exploring he topic ‘Planning for the Future’. They discussed the
thought-provoking quote, “Your future hos glready been plonned cut.” The children
shared some wonderful and insightful reflections sbowt their own futures, thinking
carefully about the kind of lives they would liks to l2ad.

Year & then completed an activity to visualizs what they want their future to look like,
identifying goals and aspirations for themsshes,

They zlso found out about the powsr of adding the word “pet” when faced with

challenges - turning 1 cont do this™ into “ con’t do this yet. The children discussed
personal goals they are working towards and the steps they are taking to persevere. To
finish, they watched an inspiring mothvationzl video about resilience, which encouraged
sveryone to keep going even when things get tough.

Year & showed graat maturity and self-awaraness during the session. A wonderful start
to thinking positively abowt their futures!
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MAKE EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNT At Highfield Primary - Attendance & Punctuality

While the majority of pupils at Highfield do have good attendance and are only absent when absolutely
necessary, we want to remind our families about the importance of attendance and punctuality.

Regular attendance and punctuality at school is very important for your child’s
wellbeing. Children who miss school are missing out on essential social interaction which
can affect their ability to make friends. If your child doesn’t attend school regularly, they

% are less likely to do as well as other children.

95.1% | At Highfield we are committed to working together with parents to increase the
attendance and punctuality of all our pupils.

98.6%

97.1% Although being absent cannot always be helped, at Highfield School we expect all our
children to aim for 100% attendance each half term and to be on time every day, every
96.2% |week! Take a look at the table below to show you exactly what your child could be
missing over the year.

U [CrwessenTrRomscioor | Armevoance |

96.1% 0 100% attendance
96.5% 10 DAYS 95% attendance

19 DAYS 90% attendance

[o)
95.2% 28 DAYS 85% attendance
94.7% More than half a term 80% attendance
96.3% 9 + weeks 75% attendance
. (]

EVERY MINUTE COUNTS
(o)

97.3% | as well as being absent a lot from school effecting your child’s development being LATE

also has a big effect, please look at the table below.

96.1%
97.0%
98.3%
5 mins late each day 3 days lost
97.2% 10 mins late each day 6.5 days lost
93.2% 15 mins late each day 10 days lost
20 mins late each day 13 days lost
95.6% -
30 mins late each day 19 days lost
97.5%

Every day your child is absent from school affects their education! You will
95.3% notice from the figures above, that the odd day off really does mount up.
Please be aware that Highfield School WILL NOT AUTHORISE any HOLIDAYS
during term time, this is done in the interest of your child’s education.

94.2%

97.4%

96.3%




Tuesday 2nd December Year 4 Recorder Concert 2-3pm in the hall

Thursday 4th December Reception classes visiting the local church for Christmas

Monday 8th December Class RB Nativity 9.15am

Wednesday 10th December Class RJ nativity 9.15am

Nursery Christmas songs singing to parents/carers in
Nursery. 10.30am for morning and 2.30pm for
afternoon

Thursday 11th December Class RF Nativity 9.15am

Friday 12th December Christmas jumper day and concert

Tuesday 16th December Year 4, 5 & 6 Rapunzel and the Avengers at the Millfield

Wednesday 17th December Santa visits Highfield!

Friday 19th December Last day of term early finish 1.30pm

Monday 22nd December to Christmas Holidays
Friday 2nd January

Monday 5th January 2026 Inset Day

Tuesday 6th January 2026 First day back for children




