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Message from Headteacher

First, | would like to give a warm welcome to our new families. At Highfield we are a
community, and it is always lovely to welcome new members. | had the pleasure of
attending the Friends of Highfield coffee morning and it was great to see a few new
faces as well as some more familiar ones. It’s lovely to see that the children have
quickly settled into their new classes and have thoroughly enjoyed being back at school
with their friends and new teachers.

Our theme for the term is ‘Big city, Bright lights!’. We want to explore the
wonderful, diverse city we live. Some children have also been designing their own city
while others have been comparing London to other cities across the world. This is
linked to this term’s value of inclusion and the ‘Show Racism the red card’ event that
will be taking place later in the term. Our city, like our school, welcomes people from
all backgrounds and this is something we are proud of. These themes will be linked to
our curriculum and children have already created lovely displays on the topic.

We continue to focus on hands on, creative learning and our Year 6s have
already a fossil workshop. Pupils had the opportunity to become palaeontologists for
the afternoon as they explored the fascinating world beneath our feet. Children have
told us some of their favourite lessons are when they work practically and creatively
and we are ensuring that they get plenty of opportunities to do so.

Mr Wilson
Headteacher

Our three core values are Respect, Co-Operation and Kindness

This term’s value is INCLUSION




Buddies

Welcome to our new team of Buddies. Their job is to make
sure that everyone has someone to play with at lunchtime.
They want to make sure that lunchtime is fun for everyone at
Highfield. On a daily rota the buddies wear their hi viz jackets
so anyone who needs a bit of help finding someone to play
with knows where they can go.

They are; Elis, Tianyue, Mustafa, Hanna, Georgina, Feride,
Mosar, Mila, Pearl, Skyla, Leo and Jasmina.

Environmental Prefects

It is the job of our Environmental Prefects to ensure that
Highfield is a lovely environment to play and learn in. They
regularly do litter picking duties to ensure our playground
and field are neat and tidy but over the year they will also be
involved in planting and other activities to ensure that the
school is an inviting and attractive place.

They are; Ella, Finn, Nancy, Leia, Gael, Dominic, Arthur,
Seda, Yara, Alyssa and Cecilia

Anti Bullying Ambassadors

Our Anti Bullying Ambassadors have a vital job to do at the
school. They promote kindness and respect and make sure
that children understand what bullying is and what they
can do if it happens to them or are worried that it is
happening to others. If children are worried about bullying
they can speak to our ambassadors who will help them get
the support they need.

They are; Zatara, Frankie, Sophia, Mya, Isabella, Max,
Margot, Tasfin, Oscar, Faye, Elliot and Lara.




Year1

In Year 1, the children worked together and independently to
design and construct different cities. The children really enjoy
this whole school topic. Bright Lights, Big City.
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This week we went to Mrs Morton's assembly and learnt about the importance of including others.

Afterwards we came back to class and celebrated that we are all different. We created our own children
wearing different designs.

Year 6 Visit Buckingham Palace

On Monday 30th September, Year 6 enjoyed a very special trip to Buckingham Palace. The children
explored the magnificent State Rooms with the help of an audio guide, discovering fascinating facts
about the history and traditions of the Palace.

After the tour, there was time to browse the gift shop and choose some souvenirs before heading
outside to Green Park, where everyone enjoyed some free time in the autumn sunshine.

Although The King was in residence during our visit, we didn’t
catch a glimpse of him — but the experience of seeing inside such
an iconic landmark was truly memorable.

It was a day filled with learning, fun, and plenty of
excitement — one that Year 6 will remember for years to come!



6P Science Workshop at Winchmore Secondary School

On Friday 19" September, 6P had an exciting opportunity to visit Winchmore Secondary School for a
hands-on Science workshop. The class explored a variety of experiments and investigations using
specialist equipment. It was a fantastic chance to experience what Science is like in a secondary school
laboratory and to build on the knowledge we have been developing in class.

A big thank you goes to the Science team at Winchmore for welcoming us and organising such an
inspiring workshop. We are pleased to share that the other Year 6 classes will also be taking part in
their own workshops later this term.
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Year 6 Fossils Workshop

On Monday 22™ September, Year 6 took part in an exciting online and interactive workshop all about fossils, run
by GeoBus. The session gave pupils the chance to become palaeontologists for the afternoon as they explored
the fascinating world beneath our feet.

Using special 3D glasses, the children analysed a range of fossil types in stunning detail. They drew on their
scientific knowledge to identify and compare the different specimens, working like real scientists to piece
together evidence from the past.




Year 6 Visit Grovelands Park

On Friday 12th September, Year 6 were due to visit Alexandra Palace to sketch the London skyline and
identify some of the city’s most famous landmarks. Sadly, a signal failure at Winchmore Station meant
our plans had to change. Instead, we enjoyed a walk to Grovelands Park, where the children spent time
sketching the beautiful scenery around them.

This visit tied in perfectly with our whole-school topic, Bright Lights, Big City. The children showed great
focus and enthusiasm, capturing the landscapes with care and creativity. All of the teachers were hugely
impressed by their artistic skills and positive attitudes.

We are very proud of their efforts and can’t wait to share their fantastic work on display in school.

Water Aid Workshop

On Monday 22nd September, Elizabeth from the charity Water Aid visited Year 5. She spoke to us about
clean water, decent toilets and good hygiene. We discussed the things we use water for and compared
our access to water to those around the world.

Did you know 696 million people are still living without clean water close to where they live? The goal of
Water Aid is to make sure everyone everywhere has access to clean water.

Olena 5A: “I learned that you can die from not being
able to use the toilet.”

Amira 5C: “In some countries they all have to use the
same toilet, and some people do not have access to a
toilet.”

Diyar 5S: “I learnt to be thankful that | have access to
water for different things as some people are not so
lucky.”



Heception
In Reception we hawe been starting to write the numbers we know and exploring different Maths

activities in our indoor and outdoor environments. We have also been making shape pictures and
patterns during choosing time. We have been comparing amounts using the language more and fewer.

Year 1

Inyear 1 we hawe been focusing on Place Value, The children have been successfully able to find one
miore and one less of a given number. The children have been leaming to count forwards and
backwards and comparing amounts using the vocabulary fewer, less than and more than.
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Year i

In Maths, Year 2 have been exploring place value. They have learned to reproduce 2-digit numbers up
to 50 using dienes and other manipulatives to represent tens and ones. Their understanding of numbers
up to 100 has been enhanced by partitioning and counting on number lines.

Year 3

Im Year 3, we have been exploring place value, The children have learmed to represent 3-digit numbers
in a variety of ways and have especially enjoyed using counters to secure their understanding of
hundreds, tens and ones. We have also bagun using Chromebaooks to enhance aur Maths leaming.

Yaar 4
In year 4, we have been focusing on the place value of numbers to 10,000, The children have been
laarning to arder, compare and round numbers to 10,000

Year 5

In Year 5 we have been focussing on the place value of numbers to a million. We have been ordering
rounding and comparing these numbers. Qur lessons include fluency, reasoning and problem solving
and we have been learning how to explain our reasoning.
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Year b
In Maths, we have been focussing on Place Value and Negative Numbers. The children have also
demonstrated their ability to compare and order numbers up to 10,000,000, Within lessons, we have
been completing a range of activities including fluency, reasoning and problem-salving.
Dali Class
In Dali class we have been linking our Maths learning to our core texts ‘Busy City" and ‘Maisy Goes to
London”. We have been exploring how many can we see in the city, 1 more and making patterns using
visuals,

Berry =

In Berry Class this half term, we have been focusing on muktiplication and
division. The children have been recapping recognising, making and adding equal
groups. They have also been describing arrays.




In Reception we have been reading the story ‘So Much' We have enjoyed talking about

the people who are part of our family and thinking about the similarities and differences
between ours and family in the story.

Year 1 have enjoyed readlng the story ‘The Little Red Hen'. We have been learning
new vocabulary and discussing the different characters within the story. We also

enjoyed acting out ‘The Little Red Hen’ which helped when writing speech bubbles in
our English lesson.

Year 2 have been learning about poetry; the features of a poem and how to perform a
poem. We looked at the works of performance poets such as Benjamin Zephaniah and
Michael Rosen. We focussed on the poem ‘Don’t’ by Michael Rosen and discussed how
repetition and rhyming is used.

In Year 3, we have been reading Tchang and the Pearl Dragon. We have also been
studying the book ‘Jack’s Fantastic Voyage’. We have been learning new vocabulary and
discussing what it means. We also spoke about different verbs, nouns and adjectives we
could use to describe different settings in the story.

La Mariposa

In Year 4, we have been looking at the story ‘La Mariposa” where a child called Fransisco
from Mexco starts a new school without knowing the language. We spoke about how the
character must have been feeling and how this changed through the course of the book.
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In Year 5 we have been reading ‘There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom'. The story is set in
the USA and it deals with issues such as bullying, friendships and school life. It is also
L3 ¥ incredibly funny. We spoke about how the character felt at different points in the story

BB and loved learning new vocabulary from the book.

BATHROOM ¥
Year 6 have been reading about ‘The Way of the Dodo” and discussed the impact
humans had on the animals of Mauritius. We learnt why the dodo became extinct
after humans arrived and found it interesting to learn how the discovery of the dodos’
bones helped to change the lmage of the dodo.
Dali Class and Berry Clas
In Dali class, the children have been reading the bool: 'Malsy Goes to
London’. We talked about the different places Maisy visits in London and
enjoyed retelling the story, focusing on the sounds she hears in the city.

In Berry class, the children have been exploring the text ‘Super Duper
i You'. They have been talking and writing about what makes them unique

A and special, as well as discussing the different qualities they look for in a
" good friend.




MAKE EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNT At Highfield Primary - Attendance & Punctuality

While the majority of pupils at Highfield do have good attendance and are only absent when absolutely
necessary, we want to remind our families about the importance of attendance and punctuality.

Regular attendance and punctuality at school is very important for your child’s
wellbeing. Children who miss school are missing out on essential social interaction which
can affect their ability to make friends. If your child doesn’t attend school regularly, they

% are less likely to do as well as other children.

93.2% | At Highfield we are committed to working together with parents to increase the
attendance and punctuality of all our pupils.

97.7%

Although being absent cannot always be helped, at Highfield School we expect all our
children to aim for 100% attendance each half term and to be on time every day, every
97.5% |week! Take a look at the table below to show you exactly what your child could be
missing over the year.

- [TMeAssevTFROMscHooL | Arrevoance |

97.5%

93.6% 0 100% attendance
97.4% 10 DAYS 95% attendance
19 DAYS 90% attendance
92.2%
28 DAYS 85% attendance
94.2% More than half a term 80% attendance
o 9
96.8% 9 + weeks 75% attendance

EVERY MINUTE COUNTS

97.3% | As well as being absent a lot from school effecting your child’s development being LATE
94.9% also has a big effect, please look at the table below.
96.3%
98.5%
5 mins late each day 3 days lost
96.9% 10 mins late each day 6.5 days lost
94.6% 15 mins late each day 10 days lost
20 mins late each day 13 days lost
95.2% -
30 mins late each day 19 days lost
97.3%

Every day your child is absent from school affects their education! You will
95.0% | [ notice from the figures above, that the odd day off really does mount up.
Please be aware that Highfield School WILL NOT AUTHORISE any HOLIDAYS
during term time, this is done in the interest of your child’s education.

95.0%

97.7%

96%




Wednesday 1st October Year 1 Pathway Harvest Assembly

Friday 3rd October Class 6M Science Workshop at Winchmore School

Monday 6th October Year 4 Synagogue Trip

Thursday 9th October Flu Vaccinations for Reception—Year 6 Children

Friday 10th October Class 4NC Woodcroft Trip

Class 5C Assembly

KS1 Friends Of Highfield Movie Night—afterschool in

Tuesday 14th October Class 4P Woodcroft Trip

Year 1 Visiting Local Church

Friday 17th October Class 4C Woodcroft Trip

Class 5A Assembly

Year 5 Forces Workshop in Class

KS2 Friends of Highfield Movie Night—afterschool in

Tuesday 21st October Parent’s Evening 4.00-6.30pm

Wednesday 22nd October Photographer coming into School to take Individual and
Sibling Photographs

Thursday 23rd October Parent’s Evening 3.30-6.00pm

Monday 27th October— Friday | Half Term
31st October

Monday 3rd November First day back to school for children




