Message from Headteacher

Dear Parents/Carers,

This term our theme is ‘Creative Community’. Our children have been considering what
it means to be part of a community and the different communities they belong to. We
have also been thinking of way we can support our local community. Children have giv-
en food to local food banks, and some have written to and visited older members of
the local community, while other children have been planting bulbs to improve our
community. You will see the various activities children have taken part in, in this news-
letter.

Our termly value is resilience, and children have been discussing what it means and
how you are able to show resilience. The children understand that we all face
challenges, but it is important that we keep a positive attitude and do not give up.

We have had our first class assembly this term. 3P showed what they had learned
about Ancient Egypt through song, dance, drama and storytelling. Their costumes were
also amazing! Well done 3P!

We have also competed in inter school football and netball matches and 5C got to have
an inflatable football session, as a result of Sophia winning the prize in our Christmas
raffle.

Please also read about our curriculum spotlights and new basketball hoops.

David Wilson
Headteacher




Headteacher Awards this month:
Week Ending: 10.01.25

1L- Adrian

1W - Rayan

1B - Mylo

Week Ending: 17.01.25

RB - Betselot
RF - Ida
RJ - Georgia

Week ending: 24.01.25

6G - Ariana
6M - Isla
6MB - Rafael

Week ending: 31.01.25

5C - Melina
5P - Rayyan

5A - Zaara

Attendance Class Awards this month:

Week Ending: 10.01.25

KS1: 1W 97%
KS2: 3J 100%!

Week Ending: 17.01.25

KS1: 1B, 1L and 2BD 98%
KS2: 3J, 4C and 6M 99%

Week Ending: 24.01.25

KS1: 2L 100%
KS2: 3J 100%

Week ending: 31.01.25

KS1: 2L 98%

KS2: 6MB 98%




Class 3P Assembly

On Friday 24" January, 3P performed an assembly to their families and Years 3/4 about the Ancient
Egyptians. We were inspired by our History topic, which focused on their daily lives and beliefs. The
children discussed the ancient pyramids and even showed the audience how to mummify a body! The
assembly ended with song and dance to describe the discovery of Tutankhamun.

Well done 3P for a fantastic assembly!

5C Inflatable Football Session — 28.01.25

5C had an exciting time taking part in an Inflatable Football session! The children enjoyed bouncing
around on a fun football bouncy castle as they played a variety of games, including dodgeball and "Beat
the Goalie." It was a fantastic opportunity for them to develop their teamwork and coordination skills in
a lively and energetic setting. The session was filled with plenty of laughs and friendly competition along
the way!

“I loved going in goal! | could dive and bouncy around. | had so much fun!’ Mustafa
“I really liked the session because we got to do a variety of activities” Laila

“l liked the session because | got to be goalie! It was so fun.” Khaleya

Goodbye Ms Cadogan
At the end of the half term, Ms Cadogan will be leaving Highfield. She had done a marvellous job in

ensuring that the children at Highfield have experience
high quality P.E lessons. She has also run many extra
extra-curricular sports clubs and ensured many
Highfield pupils have had the opportunity to

represent school in competitive sport. We wish her all
the best in the next step in her career.



Boys football friendly

On Monday 20th some of the boys football team took part in a friendly tournament at Raglan.

Both teams played 6 matches. They played against teams from Raglan, St Paul’s, Hazelbury and
Merryhills. The year 5 team won 2 matches, goals scored by Adam and Mert. They drew two and lost 2.

The year 6 team won 3 matches, goals scored by Aiden and Sefa. They drew two and lost one.

Both teams should be very proud of their hard team work and determination.

Well done to Tarig, Adam, Tylan, Zach, Rei, Ishan, Shay, Joseph, Rafi, Abdi, Harvey, Daniel, Aiden, Marci,
Sefa and Mert!

Netball Match

On Monday 27th the Netball team took part in a friendly tournament hosted at Raglan. Highfield played three
matches, winning 7-0 against the Raglan Raiders and drawing 4-4 against Raglan Roses. The final match they won
12-0. Goals scored by Harriet, Freddie and Isla.

A huge well done to the team despite the rain, they gave it their best, resulting in great scores. Excellent teamwork
demonstrated from Harriet, Sena, Isla, Logan, Ayla, Millie, Freddie and Paloma!! You made Highfield proud!!




Science Curriculum Spotlight - Bright Bites Assembly

On Tuesday 14" January, all children at Highfield took part in an interactive assembly all about dental
health. Within the assembly, the children learnt about how to brush your teeth properly, as well as how
our diet can impact our oral health. The children also got to meet Soufai, who is a trainee Dentist, she
shared many interesting facts with the children and some top tips for keeping your teeth healthy. As
part of this assembly, all children were given a free toothbrush, toothpaste and worksheet.

Thank you to Soufai and BrightBites for coming in to visit us!




RE Curriculum Spotlight

In Religious Education, children have been designing a ‘Peace In The World’ logo. We have had many
interesting ideas and some fantastic logos and designs. Here are just a few examples of the amazing
creative ideas we have seen.




Curriculum Spotlight for PSHE — January 2025

Year group

PSHE

Year 1

Year 1 have been learning about Gifts & Talents. Year 1 discussed the different traits that
make them special, such as things they are good at and how they can work towards becoming
even better at something. They also thought about what it means to be adventurous, fair, and
persistent. Year 1 were able to share some of their personzl achievements that they brought
from home. It was wonderful to see all the amazing things everyone has accomplished!

i

“Ielanie - | won this at tennis for listening well.” Melanie

“I can rememiber all the flags from around the world and fill out a multiplication grid already!”
Greyson

Year 4

Year 4 revisited E-safety, exploring the potential risks of using technalogy and learning how to
stay safe online. To support their understanding, the children watched informative videos
from CECP and took part in meaningful discussions about why it's so important not to share
personal information online.

They also shared the importance of kindness in the digital world and what to do if they receive
unkind or inappropriate messages. They learned that if they come across a website or game




that seems "weird" or inappropriate, it's crucial to tell an adult immediately. These
discussions are part of our ongoing commitment to teaching children how to use technology
safely and responsibly.

“Do not share your location so people cannot track you.” Oliver

“Don’t share your personal details because you do not know the people online and they might
not be who they say they are.” Sienna

“You should always report things to an adult because they can help with the problem.” Jack

Year 6 took part in an insightful session focused on exploring their strengths and future goals.
The children had encouraging discussions about personal experiences, strengths, and
aspirations. Year 6 were able to share ideas about the jobs they might like to have, hobbies
they enjoy, places they wish to travel, and what their home life is like.

The children then completed a worksheet that helped them reflect on these topics and think
about how their strengths can help them achieve their dreams. It was a valuable opportunity
for Year 6 to connect their current abilities with their future ambitions and set meaningful
goals for themselves.




Creative Community Week 6-10th January 2025

We returned to school in the new year aiming to further improve community spirit within Highfield and
see the value in doing something with and for others, promoting our core values by working with a
buddy class on a joint creative project.

After an initial meeting to get to know each other and share some creative ideas in December, classes
across the school took part in a variety of creative projects:

2S and 6MB:
Together the children collected bottle lids and recycled them into works of art.

Laoi, “I enjoyed working with my partners to create art.”
Stella, “I enjoyed playing games and getting to know 2S.”
“I enjoyed gluing the bottle tops to the hand,” Raphi.

“I think I liked it when we played the game together afterwards,” Leo.
“I'liked sorting the bottle tops with Hafsa,” Grace.

2L and 6M
The children worked together to weave scrap material through
chicken wire.

| liked seeing my buddy,” Arthur 2L.
“I liked weaving,” Louis 2L.
“My partner was lovely and we did a pirate ship,” AJ 2L.

2BD and 6G decided to create self portraits of their buddies. The children worked well at drawing each
other and finding out more about their likes and dislikes. The self portraits were collected and put in an
album. These are displayed in their respective classrooms.

By Rodin



“My painting that Faris did, looks like me!” — Neer

“It was such fun in Year 6!” — Mia

“I have found a new friend because Sefa lives by me.” — Ediz
“Abdi’s favourite food is doughnuts” — Ayaan

“Ayaan likes pizza and ice-cream” - Abdi 6G

NAM and 5C teamed up for a fun project, making handprint paintings in pairs.
5C also showed the NAM children how to use an iPad, teaching them how to
take photos, record videos, and explore the different buttons.

Philip (NAM): “I learned how to do hand prints and use the iPad.”

Furkan (5C) : “I now know what it feels like to be a teacher/parent, especially
when | had to say the instructions so many times.”

3CandRJ

3C and RJ worked together to create kindness and positive stones.
The children shared their ideas and skills and worked well together
making some wonderful colourful stones.

5A and NPM joined together to make pairs of handprints. 5A also taught the children in Nursery how to
take photos using iPads.

Mert (5A): “They are very creative because when they did the handprints they followed the rules and
the instructions and when they used the iPads they learnt very quickly.”

Aya (NPM): “She was teaching me how to do the tablet. She tell me to press the white button and then
after her tell me how we do it when | holding the tablet.”

5P and Dali
The children in 5P supported the Dali children to paint milk carton plant pots that were then decorated
with gems, petals, foam shapes and foam letters and used to plant daffodil/tulip bulbs later in the week.

Lucifer in Dali loved having the Year 5 children in his classroom.
Millie, “It was really fun and | enjoyed getting my hands messy with the younger children.”
Flo, “l enjoyed helping the children plant seeds.”

Elliot, “I enjoyed helping the younger children.”

Gagan, “It was a fun experience getting to work with other
children.”

Some of the 5P girls have asked to visit Dali more often as
play partners.




5P and Berry

Berry Class made planets as part of their science and art topic. The 5P children taught their buddies
some facts they previously learnt in their own planets topic and supported the Berry children to make
their own planets with papier mache.

4GF and 1W

Together they created plant pots from milk bottles, decorating them
with stickers and covering them with tape to make them waterproof.
They took turns to add soil and seeds with Mrs Giarnese and then
worked with Mrs Willis to hang them in the outdoor area.

Myah (1W), “l enjoyed playing with my partner in 4GF...It was really fun.”
Etta (4GF), “l enjoyed Creative Community Week, helping my partner,
being with them and making plant pots to hang on the wall.”

3Jand RB

RB and 3J went to the hall and had the opportunity to learn to play
bench ball together. Each child paired up with a child in the other
class. They worked collaboratively; taking turns, encouraging each
other, explaining strategies, turn taking and showing kindness and
respect to each other.

Aria, “I liked throwing the ball and making friends with Tracey. She
was kind.”

Savvas, “I liked the game. You have to catch the ball.”

Josh, “I liked playing bench ball with Rowan. Rowan showed me what to do.”

Amiyah, “I liked playing bench ball because you get to throw to the other people. Ella was kind and
played a game with me.”

Jacob, “Ethan was kind. He helped me throw the ball.”

4Cand 1L
Children drew portraits of each other whilst getting to know their buddies. They then made love hearts
with kind messages on them, which they spread around the school.




4NC and 1B
Drew a picture of themselves and created their own outfit, which was made into a display.

Leila 4NC-"1 liked how we got to draw stuff we haven’t drawn before and then share our ideas with 1B.
Then, they get to share their ideas with us.”

Rosie 4NC- “I liked drawing different things and helping the younger children with their drawings. It was
really fun.”

3P and RF
Before Christmas the children made paper chains to decorate
their classrooms.

In January the classes went to the hall and taught each other some of their favourite class games.

All the children and staff have benefitted from working with their buddy class and will continue to build
relationships and work together in the future.

Thank you Friends Of Highfield for the basketball nets

We asked and they delivered. Our children had been asking for basketball nets in the playground and
the Friends of Highfield agreed to buy 2 basketball nets for us. The children are absolutely loving them at
lunchtimes and we will also be using them in our P.E lessons as well. We are also working with the
friends to further develop some of our outdoor spaces. The money the Friends raise makes a real
positive difference to the children’s experiences at Highfield.




MAKE EVERY SCHOOL DAY COUNT At Highfield Primary - Attendance & Punctuality

While the majority of pupils at Highfield do have good attendance and are only absent when absolutely
necessary, we want to remind our families about the importance of attendance and punctuality.

Regular attendance and punctuality at school is very important for your child’s
wellbeing. Children who miss school are missing out on essential social interaction which
can affect their ability to make friends. If your child doesn’t attend school regularly, they

Form % are less likely to do as well as other children.
RB 95.3% | At Highfield we are committed to working together with parents to increase the
RE 95 0% attendance and punctuality of all our pupils.
. (o)
RJ 95.7% | Although being absent cannot always be helped, at Highfield School we expect all our
children to aim for 100% attendance each half term and to be on time every day, every
1B 94.1% |\week! Take a look at the table below to show you exactly what your child could be
1L 94.3% missing over the year.
. | [[MEABSENTFROMSCHOOL | ~ ATTENDANCE |
1w 97.0% 0 100% attendance
2BD 98.0% 10 DAYS 95% attendance
IL 98.39% 19 DAYS 90% attendance
28 DAYS 85% attendance
25 95.1% More than half a term 80% attendance
3C 92.7% 9 + weeks 75% attendance
7 99 1% EVERY MINUTE COUNTS
o (o)
As well as being absent a lot from school effecting your child’s development being LATE
3P 94.5% |also has a big effect, please look at the table below.
4C 96.6%
4GF 94.0%
5 mins late each day 3 days lost
AN 92.3%
S S 10 mins late each day 6.5 days lost
5A 95.0% 15 mins late each day 10 days lost
5C 96.2% 20 mins late each day 13 days lost
30 mins late each day 19 days lost
5P 95.7%
6G 95 0% Every day your child is absent from school affects their education! You will
o (o]
notice from the figures above, that the odd day off really does mount up.
6M 96.4% Please be aware that Highfield School WILL NOT AUTHORISE any HOLIDAYS
during term time, this is done in the interest of your child’s education.
6MB 92.6%




Tuesday 4th February

Year 2 visit to Baptist church

Wednesday 5th February

Reception classes visit to ‘The Wetlands’

Tuesday 11th February

Safer Internet Day

Monday 17th-Friday 21st
February

HALF TERM

Monday 24th February

First day back at school

Reception hearing checks (for those that missed the
initial one/or follow ups)

Friday 28th February

Friends of Highfield pre loved book sale afterschool




