
Kensuke’s Kingdom

LO: I am learning to

write a letter from Michael’s

point of view.

(Postscript)

Tuesday 23rd June 2020



Starter: Chapter 10 Extract

Do you think Kensuke makes the 
right decision? 
Why? Why not?

What does Michael’s response tell 
you about his character?

What three things does Kensuke ask 
Michael to promise? 
What does each promise do? 

https://www.slideshare.net/ArsalAhmed4/kensukes-kingdom-64280180

Click the link below to recap chapter 10, if you cannot remember it 
from last week.

https://www.slideshare.net/ArsalAhmed4/kensukes-kingdom-64280180


Postscript

As it turns out, Kensuke was wrong: his family survived the bombing of Nagasaki because 
they were visiting relatives in the countryside, so they weren’t there.

The postscript is a letter that Kensuke’s son, Michiya, sends to Michael, telling us (the reader) 
the rest of the story. 

Michael Morpurgo thought he had finished writing Kensuke’s Kingdom, but after reading it 
again, he decided it need something else. He added the letter to Michael as the final page.



Kensuke’s Kingdom: Postscript

Michael met Kensuke in 1989.

He first published this book in 1999.  

So, Michiya (Kensuke’s son) wrote to 
Michael in 2003.

Today, you will be writing a response to Michiya
to reply to his letter.

Imagine you have done this BEFORE going to Japan to 
meet him.



Features of a Letter

https://wordwall.net/resource/78588/english/letter-writing-features-match-up

Click the link above to match the features of a letter to their description.
You can check your answers once you complete the ‘game’ and self correct.

https://wordwall.net/resource/78588/english/letter-writing-features-match-up


Features of a Letter
The outlines in the middle 
are to show you what 
your letter should look 
like.

The different coloured 
boxes show you the 
features of the letter with 
some examples.

Remember:  You are 
Michael and you are 
replying to Michiya’s
letter.

You are shocked he is 
still alive but also 
happy/excited.

What can you tell Michiya
about his dad Kensuke?

You can also make plans 
to visit Michiya in Japan.



Task:
You are Michael.
You will write a letter to Michiya
in response to his letter to you.

Try to give keep your letter to 
Michiya interesting and be kind 
about Kensuke.  Remember, he 
never got the chance to meet his 
father.

You must include VCOP and the 
features of a letter.
Make it interesting!



Plenary:

What did you think about the postscript? 

Did it answer all your questions?

Is this a true story?

Would you like Michael Morpurgo to write a part 2?  Why?


