
The Iron Man
Week 1



Monday
L.O. I am learning to make predictions

Read the front and back pages of the 
book.

What do you know so far?

What kind of story do you think it is?



L.O. I am learning to make predictions

Nobody knows.

Who is the 
Iron Man?

What do you 
think will 
happen next?

This is the first 
page of the story.



L.O. I am learning to make predictions
Your task for today is to make a prediction about 
this story by answering these 4 questions.

What do you know so far?
What kind of story do you think it is?
Who is the Iron Man?
What do you think will happen next?

You can print out the sheet or open it in google 
documents or simply write the answers on paper under 
these four headings.  



Tuesday
L.O. I am learning to visualise a text.

Play the video clip 
of the first 
chapter of The 
Iron Man.

Can you visualise 
this scene?
Make a picture in 
your head.
Use the writing in 
bold to help you.

The Iron Man came to the top of the cliff.

How far had he walked? Nobody knows. Where had he come from? Nobody knows. 
How was he made? Nobody knows. 

Taller than a house, the Iron Man stood at the top of the cliff, on the very brink, in the 
darkness. 

The wind sang through his iron fingers. His great iron head, shaped like a dustbin but as 
big as a bedroom, slowly turned to the right, slowly turned to the left.  His iron ears 
turned, this way, that way.  He was hearing the sea.  His eyes, like headlamps, glowed 
white, then red, then infra-red, searching the sea.  Never before had the Iron Man seen 
the sea.  

He swayed in the strong wind that pressed against his back.  He swayed in the strong 
wind that pressed against his back.  He swayed forward, on the brink of the high cliff.  

And his right foot, his enormous iron right foot, lifted – up, out, into space, and the Iron 
Man stepped forward, off the cliff, into nothingness.  

Now read this 
extract.



L.O. I am learning to visualise a text.

Your task is to draw the Iron Man in 
detail. 
Draw him on the edge of a high cliff 
above the sea.
Surround your drawing with quotes 
from the text on the previous page.

This is an example but a bigger drawing of 
the Iron Man would be better.  Don’t 
forget to add quotes to describe his head, 
this eyes, his feet.

“He swayed forward, 

on the brink of the 

high cliff.”  “Taller than a house,” 

“He was 
hearing the 
sea.”



Wednesday
L.O. I am learning to describe a setting.

After the pieces of the 
Iron Man put themselves 
together, the Iron Man 
wades out to sea.  

Play the video clip of Chapter One again.

What can he see?

What can he hear?

What does he touch?

What can he smell?



L.O. I am learning to describe a setting.
Your task is to describe the setting.  Use the sentences  and word bank to help you to 
describe the scene in detail. 

Sentence Starters:

Beneath the ocean,……
In the distance,…….
Far away………….
On top of the ………….
Next to the ……………..
In the middle of the …………
Under the cliff…………
Over head, ………….
Nearby…………… 
Circling the giant,…….
Crashing waves……

Objects
bright 
clear 
distinct 
drab 
elegant 
filthy 
gleaming 
grotesque 
magnificent 
sparkling 
spotless 
strange 
unsightly 
unusual

Size
big 
colossal 
enormous 
gigantic 
great 
huge 
immense 
large 
long 
mammoth 
massive 
meagre 
mighty 
minuscule 
petite 

Screeching seagulls
Rolling waves
Rocky cliffs
Salty seaweed
Icey cold water



Thursday
Reading Comprehension

Chapter 1
The Coming of the Iron Man

In the following extract the Iron Man has fallen off the cliff 
and with the help of two seagulls the right hand and the eye have 
found each other.



Read pages 10 & 11 twice so that you full understand the story so far.



1. Now that the hand had found the eye, what could it do?
2. When the hand crept over the stones, what was it doing?
3. What was stuck between two rocks?
4. How did the two hands connect to each other?
5. What did the two hands together manage to do?

Quick Fire Text Retrieval



1. Now that the hand had found the eye, what could it do now? See
2. When the hand crept over the stones, what was it doing? 

Searching
3. What was stuck between two rocks? An arm
4. How did the two hands connect to each other? Linked fingers
5. What did the two hands together manage to do? Tug the arm 

free

Quick Fire Text Retrieval

The Answers



Vocabulary
• In this extract Ted Hughes, the author has used many different 

verbs to describe how the Iron Man’s pieces gathered back together.
E.g. darted.

Make a list of all the Verbs you can find. (Remember verbs are doing 
words)

You may find some interesting words that the author has chosen that 
aren’t verbs.  Put these in a separate list.  E.g. Slowly.



Vocabulary
The Answers

Peered
See
Looked
Darted
Jabbed
held
Flew
Cry
Crept
Searching
Ran
Grabbed

Tugged
Was
Left
Went
Scuttling
Stopped
Touched
Hooked
Let
Led
Leading

Forefinger
Stiffly
Frightened
Slowly
Suddenly
Hither
Thither
Among
Gently
Finger-tips

Verbs
Interesting words

What a lot of 
verbs!

The ones I have 
typed in bold are 
powerful verbs.

Why do you think 
we call them 
powerful?


