
Reading Comprehension
Lesson 1 Week 3 of Home Learning

This week there will be 2 short comprehension lessons.

The book we are reading for the next few weeks is Beowulf and 
the Beast by Julia Golding it is available for all Y4 on Active 
Learn/Bug Club



Lesson 1
Earlier this year we read the first chapter of this book for 
a ‘one off’ comprehension lesson. You may remember it. 
Over the next few weeks we will study and answer questions 
on the whole book.  
Let’s start with the introduction. 



Read this introduction twice so that you full understand the information



1. Beowulf was written by a Roman poet.
2. Beowulf wears a special uniform of shining armour.
3. The story is set in Norway.
4. The one copy of the story that survived the middle ages was 

almost burned in the 18th Century.
5. The author has included this information so that the reader 

knows that the story is based on an old historical text.

True or False

Quick Fire Text Retrieval



1. Beowulf was written by a Roman poet. False an Anglo-Saxon Poet
2. Beowulf wears a special uniform of shining armour. True
3. The story is set in Norway. False - Denmark
4. The one copy of the story that survived the middle ages was 

almost burned in the 18th Century. True
5. The author has included this information so that the reader 

knows that the story is based on an old historical text. True

True or False- The answers

Quick Fire Text Retrieval



Lesson 2



Read pages 6 and 7 twice so that you fully understand the story so far



1. Find and example of alliteration in the first paragraph.
2. From the second paragraph, list all the words and phrases 

that make the monster sound terrifying.

3. What do you think the word bard means?

4. Why do you think Grendal is telling us his side of the story?  
What words or phrases tell you this?

Text Retrieval

Vocabulary

Inference



1. Find and example of alliteration in the first paragraph.
“Grendal, the grimmiest, grungiest, the most garishly ghastly monster”

2.   From the second paragraph, list all the words and phrases that make the 
monster sound terrifying.
“A demon……burning with anger…….a thirst for blood….rampaging…murderous mood.”

3. What do you think the word bard means?
Bard means poet.  He’s talking about the Anglo-Saxon poet who first wrote down 
the story of Beowulf.

4. Why do you think Grendal is telling us his side of the story?  What words or 
phrases tell you this?

Grendal is trying to defend his actions.  He feels he has been wrongly accused.  
These words and phrases explain this.  “Did you ever wonder what caused my 
anger…..or stop to ask if the tale of Beowulf is true….pack of lies….to cover up the 
bad behaviour of the Danes.”

The Answers


